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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following comnriunication: an RCE filed on 
11/08/06. 

• Claims 1-7, 9-24 are pending in the present application. Claims 25-26 are 
canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Philyaw (U.S. Patent No. 6,845,388) hereinafter Philyaw in view of Ikeda (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,938,727) hereinafter Ikeda. 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Philyaw discloses an information conveying system in 
which an information provider side conveys information to a consumer side via a 
distribution material distributed by an information distributor, and a bi-directional 
information exchange between the information provider side and the consumer side is 
made (column 8, lines 1-47, column 17, lines 1-67, column 20, lines 32-58, and column 
23, lines 34-63), comprising a converting unit, on at least one of the information provider 
side and the information distributor side, converting conveyance information conveyed 
from the information provider side to the consumer side into pattern information 
recording digital data as a multidimensional code (column 8, lines 1-47, column 17, lines 
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1-67, column 20, lines 32-58, and column 23, lines 34-63), a restoring unit, on the 
consumer side, restoring the pattern information (column 17, line 47-column 18, line 
26), and a returning unit, on the consumer side, returning reply information of the 
conveyance information to at least one of the information provider side and the 
information distributor side based on the conveyance information that the restoring unit 
restores from the pattern information (column 17, line 47-column 18, line 26, and 
column 23, lines 34-63), wherein the conveyance information includes provision 
information that the information provider side provides to the consumer side (column 17, 
line 47-column 18, line 26) and return information for returning the reply information 
(column 18, lines 1-46). 

However, Philyaw fails to expressly disclose if the multidimensional code is 
recorded in at least two directions. Ikeda discloses an information conveying system in 
which an information provider side conveys information to a consumer side via a 
distribution material distributed by an information distributor (column 4, line 29-column 
5, line 19), and a bi-directional information exchange between the information provider 
side and the consumer side is made (column 4, line 41 -column 5, line 19), comprising a 
converting unit, on at least one of the information provider side and the information 
distributor side, converting conveyance information conveyed from the information 
provider side to the consumer side into pattern information recording digital data as a 
multidimensional code (column 4, line 29-column 5, line 19), the multidimensional code 
being recorded in at least two directions (column 5, line 31 -column 6, line column 7, line 
25). 
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Philyaw & Ikeda are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, being systems that distribute products having digitally encoded bar codes 
that are subsequently scanned by a consumer. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the two-dimensional bar 
code of Ikeda, within the system of Philyaw. The suggestion/motivation for doing so 
would have been that a two-dimensional bar-code has sufficient storage capacity to 
include a number of various identifiers, as recognized by Ikeda in column 5, lines 31-49. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Ikeda with the 
system of Philyaw to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claims 2, 5 and 21, Philyaw discloses a server (ARS 308) in an 
information conveying system conveying conveyance information to a consumer side, 
and receiving a reply to the conveyance information comprising a converting unit 
converting the conveyance information to be conveyed to the consumer side into 
pattern information in a multidimensional code (column 8, lines 1-4.7, column 17, lines 
1-67, column 20, lines 32-58, and column 23, lines 34-63), and an accumulation unit 
accumulating information returned from the consumer side in response to the 
conveyance information restored from the pattern information (column 8, lines 1-47, an 
column 18, lines 40-46, and column 21, lines 1-28), wherein the conveyance information 
includes provision information that the information provider side provides to the 
consumer side (column 17, line 47-column 18, line 26) and return information for 
returning the reply information (column 18, lines 1-46). 
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However, Philyaw fails to expressly disclose if the multidimensional code is 
recorded in at least two directions. Ikeda discloses a server (being the site of the WWW 
homepage) in an information conveying system conveying conveyance information to a 
consumer side, and receiving a reply to the conveyance information comprising a 
converting unit converting the conveyance information to be conveyed to the consumer 
side into pattern information in a multidimensional code (column 4, line 29-column 5, 
line 19), the multidimensional code being recorded in at least two directions (column 5, 
line 31-column 6, line column 7, line 25). 

Philyaw & Ikeda are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, being systems that distribute products having digitally encoded bar codes 
that are subsequently scanned by a consumer. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the two-dimensional bar 
code of Ikeda, within the system of Philyaw. The suggestion/motivation for doing so 
would have been that that a two-dimensional bar-code has sufficient storage capacity to 
include a number of various identifiers, as recognized by Ikeda in column 5, lines 31-49. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Ikeda with the 
system of Philyaw to obtain the invention as specified in claim 2. 

Regarding claims 3, 6, 20, 22 and 24, Philyaw discloses a terminal used by a 
consumer side in an information conveying system making a bi-directional information 
exchange between an information provider side and the consumer side (column 8, lines 
1-47, column 17, lines 1-67, column 20, lines 32-58, and column 23, lines 34-63), 
comprising a restoring unit restoring conveyance information from pattern information 
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printed in a multidimensional code (column 17, line 47-column 18, line 26), and a 
returning unit returning reply information to the information provider side based on the 
conveyance information that the restoring unit restored from the pattern information 
(column 17, line 47-column 18, line 26, and column 23, lines 34-63), wherein the 
conveyance information includes provision information that the information provider side 
provides to the consumer side (column 17, line 47-column 18, line 26) and return 
information for returning the reply information (column 18, lines 1-46). 

However, Philyaw fails to expressly disclose if the multidimensional code is 
recorded in at least two directions. Ikeda discloses a terminal used by a consumer side 
in an information conveying system making a bi-directional information exchange 
between an information provider side and the consumer side (column 4, line 41 -column 
5, line 19), comprising a restoring unit restoring conveyance information from pattern 
information printed in a multidimensional code (column 4, line 29-column 5, line 19), the 
multidimensional code being recorded in at least two directions on distribution material 
(column 5, line 31-column 6, line column 7, line 25). 

Philyaw & Ikeda are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, being systems that distribute products having digitally encoded bar codes 
that are subsequently scanned by a consumer. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the two-dimensional bar 
code of Ikeda, within the system of Philyaw. The suggestion/motivation for doing so 
would have been that that a two-dimensional bar-code has sufficient storage capacity to 
include a number of various identifiers, as recognized by Ikeda in column 5, lines 31-49. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Ikeda with the 
system of Philyaw to obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 7, Philyaw discloses an information conveying method with 
which an information provider side conveys information to a consumer side via a 
distribution material distributed by an information distributor side (see Fig. 16, and 
column 16, line 47-column 17, line 17), comprising converting at the information 
provider side or the information distributor side, conveyance information to be conveyed 
from the information provider side to the consumer side into pattern information 
recording digital data as multidimensional code (column 8, lines 1-47, column 17, lines 
1-67, column 20, lines 32-58, and column 23, lines 34-63), and restoring, at the 
consumer side, the conveyance information from the pattern information printed on the 
distribution material (column 17, lines 18-46), and returning, from the consumer side, 
reply information of the conveyance information to at least one of the information 
provider side and the information distributor side based on the conveyance information 
restored from the pattern information (column 18, line l-column 19, line 14, and column 
20, lines 47-58), wherein the conveyance information includes provision information that 
the information provider side provides to the consumer side (column 17, line 47-column 
18, line 26) and return information for returning the reply information (column 18, lines 
1-46). 

However, Philyaw fails to expressly disclose if the multidimensional code is 
recorded in at least two directions, ikeda discloses an information conveying method 
with which an information provider side conveys information to a consumer side via a 
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distribution material distributed by an information distributor side (column 4, line 29- 
column 5, line 19), comprising converting, at the information provider side or the 
information distributor side, conveyance information to be conveyed from the 
information provider side to the consumer side into pattern information recording digital 
data as a multidimensional code (column 4, line 29-column 5, line 19), the 
multidimensional code being recorded in at least two directions (column 5, line 31- 
column 6, line column 7, line 25). 

Philyaw & Ikeda are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, being systems that distribute products having digitally encoded bar codes 
that are subsequently scanned by a consumer. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the two-dimensional bar 
code of Ikeda, within the system of Philyaw. The suggestion/motivation for doing so 
would have been that that a two-dimensional bar-code has sufficient storage capacity to 
include a number of various identifiers, as recognized by Ikeda in column 5, lines 31-49. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Ikeda with the 
system of Philyaw to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 9, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the provision information is multimedia 
information including at least one of character information, still image information, 
moving image information, and audio information (column 17, line 1 -column 18, line 26, 
and column 20, lines 32-46). 
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Regarding claim 10, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the storage program returns the reply 
information by making a connection to a network if the consumer side can make the 
connection to the network (column 22, line 55-column 23, line 63), or presents 
information required for returning the reply information with a method which does not 
make a connection to the network if the consumer side cannot make the connection to 
the network (column 23, line 34-column 24, line 10). 

Regarding claim 11, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the storage program identifies a terminal of the 
consumer side (column 15, lines 2-62, column 17, lines 26-59, column 20, line 47- 
column 21, line 41). 

Regarding claim 12, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the information provider side assigns a 
distribution material identifier for identifying a type of the distribution material to the 
distribution material (column 17, line 17-59, column 18, lines 15-58, and column 20, 
lines 32-58) and converts the distribution material identifier into pattern information 
along with the conveyance information (column 17, line 17-59, column 18, lines 15-58, 
and column 20, lines 32-58). 

Regarding claim 13, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the information provider side accumulates the 
reply information that the consumer side returns (column 8, lines 1-47, and column 18, 
lines 40-46, and column 21, lines 1-28). 
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Regarding claim 14; Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the conveyance . information includes 
questionnaire information for the consumer side (column 13, lines 9-53), and the return 
information includes a reply result of the questionnaire information (column 13, lines 9- 
53, and column 18, line 27-column 19, line 32). 

Regarding claim 15, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 14, and Philyaw further teaches that the information provider side assigns an 
identifier to each type of the questionnaire information (column 13, lines 9-53), and 
converts the identifier into pattern information along with the conveyance information 
(column 13, lines 9-53, and column 18, line 27-column 19, line 32). 

Regarding claim 16, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 15, and Philyaw further teaches that the return information includes the identifier 
along with the reply result, and the information provider side adds up the reply result by 
using the identifier (column 13, lines 9-53, and column 18, line 27-column 19, line 32). 

Regarding claim 17, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 7, and Philyaw further teaches that the conveyance information includes 
information for determining winning/losing of a prize (column 15, lines 11-62), and a 
winning/losing determination program for determining winning/losing of a prize 
according to the information for determining the winning/losing of a prize (column 15, 
lines 11-62, and column 18, line 27-column 19. line 32), and identification information 
set on the consumer side (column 1 3, lines 9-53, column 1 5, lines 1 1 -62, and column 
18, line 27-column 19, line 32). 
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Regarding claim 18, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above 
in claim 17,and Philyaw further teaches that the winning/losing determination program 
immediately notifies the consumer side of a determination result when determining 
winning/losing of a prize (column 5, lines 11-62). 

Regarding claim 19, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the method discussed above in 
claim 17, and Philyaw further teaches that when the identification information is not set 
on the consumer side, the winning/losing determination program assigns the 
identification information via a network if the consumer side can make a connection to 
the network (column 15, lines 11-62, and column 22, line 55-column 23, line 63), or 
presents information required for assigning the identification information with a method 
which does not make a connection to the network if the consumer side cannot make the 
connection to the network (column 15, lines 11-62, and column 23, line 34-column 24, 
line 10). 

Regarding claim 23, Philyaw and Ikeda disclose the medium discussed above in 
claim 21, and Philyaw further teaches of embedding a storage program into the 
program, if the conveyance information restored from the pattern information includes 
the storage program (column 17, line 47-column 18, line 46, column 22, lines 2-55, and 
column 26, lines 34-6). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 9-1 1 . filed 1 1/08/06, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claims 1-7 and 9-24 under 103(a) have been fully considered and are not 
persuasive. 
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Regarding claims 1. 3, 4, 6, 7, 20, 22 and 24, the applicant argued the cited prior 
art (U.S. Patent No. 5,938,727, Ikeda) fails to teach and/or suggest "wherein the 
conveyance information includes provision information that the information provider side 
provides to the consumer side and return information for returning the reply 
information". 

In response to applicant's argument it is Philyaw (U.S. Patent No. 6,845,388) that 
teaches wherein the conveyance information includes provision information that the 
information provider side provides to the consumer side (column 17, line 47-column 18, 
line 26) and return information for returning the reply information (column 18, lines 1-46). 

Contact Information 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew H. Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8569. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30-7:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung S. Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





